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First GrMne County :r'cord of a Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria) . 

On 21 s~pt., 19·)1, Cle:•· Faddis called to t1:Jll ne about an unusual bird 

suimming and f e bding on a smalJ farm pond in a p, .. stur,. field about } mile 

northw,,.Bt of Dry T<1vern, P:.:. . He said the bird Wc.W fi:!'.'st notice~lS Sept. 

when the pcncl was b8iTI•{ enlc..rged wi t:1 a bulldozer ,nd adde!d that the bird 

c-howei little fe·•r of t'ie dozer . The next morning it was stil 7 there ..1:1d 

ue coul_d e1;::;il:- ge~ withi' 1$ fePt of it s it fed 1n( ::;~·am a'f)out the sn:all 

pend. It w:ic a sandpi~er t.,rp'-3 bird with a white forehew.d , Y,,,f,lifi,,S#; t roat 

inclic"ted 
and breast alcng wi t'1 t 1~e c11aracteristic bl .ckish e:·eline stripe 1-i 't was a 

phalarope - b t w' ich one? The rather brotd bill indic""ted i-'- ua-.s 2. .ed 

mature~ have black bills . 3ince coniir11:c.tio--i of such rare bird seemed 

neces ;a!"'?" , I calJed Dr . Geor-;e .i • B:111 i o lir·e~ ne .. _1~ t-iorpar 1tc1•m, ~.-J . Vrl . 

Po~ 
GeorC".e i'; tlJe Appal:.c11L.n Regional editor fJf - i.i:R.ICA'" ]IH.DS 2.nd also dut·1or 

of ,,J . VA . 9I'tDS and h.e w.J.s kind enou h to co,.1e .. md confi:· tl1e si~;hting . 

Merri 11 Wood ' s BL D.3 OF P • (1179) states tlnt t' e Red Pl1alarope is 

a casual mi:-:rrant fro:n July t 11roug·1 October, with stragglers i 1 Nov. and 

Dec ., i I Beaver, Ber1rn , Crawfo.,..,d, Center, Chester, Erie , Deleuare , Philc.

de1-ohia, West,·:o·,~eLmd and Wyomong co·1 tie • 

I t 1e11 called Deuane Hoffm~,r , who i5 tryirig to -top the B:i.rbc.ra and 

FriDk fbas big :rear (1986) and he came the next d.1.· but the pt.alarope was 

gone . I f0lt so-··r: that .~uc', a low{ tFf-_~ ftJ4~othing . I s'ioulc1 have 

·ue~sed tl·e hird ,as ,,.ei.d· to ··o ,'"' it 'rnpt rJ.isi1·g &nc:. testin its wings 

as }eor?,"! Hall and I st-Jddied th8 bird. 

Ona wond'3rs w'1•r ~uch a ~ea.-lcving b::.rcl 1·:c.!.S here at this "ar inln.nd 

location. Was it blcw:n off courr,e hy tl18 hu:~ricaw~ off -c>e Atlantic 

coast in Sept .? 



P.H) ~HAl.AP.OPf IN '3P.ffNE COUNTY ,PA 

PLACE Tin:: Rubert 6osl in Farm, near Dry T1:1Vern,, Greene County, PA. 

HABITAT A small form pond that was ot a low water level because of the drought. The owner had 

been bulloozing out the bottom muck and so the pond was quite mu(Xjy. 

CHARACTERS NOTED That the bird was a phalarope was obvious from the characteristic black 

through the eyes. lhe bill was black ( as it is in young birds) but was stout and not 

needle-like as in the Red-necked Phalarope. The back was gray and unmarked. The dark stripe 

on the wing was more obvious thun it is in most field guide pictures. The legs were 

yellow-olive. 

CIRCUMSTANCES Mr Goslin reported that it had boon present for about a week when he 

informed Bell of the bird. Bell went to se it on the 22nd and made a tentative identification, 

although heh~ h~ no previous experience with any phalarope. Bell then called Hall and the two 

of them studied the bird on the afternoon of the 22nd . 

. e&EY.IOOWPERll:.NCE Bell h~ no previous experience with any phalarope. Hall has seen all 

three species and has studied the Red Phalarope offshore from Long Beach and San Francisco, 

CA, and a groumiid individual at Gape May NJ. Several years <9J he examined a large number of 

museum specimens of the Red Phalarope in preparation for az paper on the soft-part colors of 

the species that he and K.C. Parkes proposed to write but never did. 

Ralph K. Bell ( Route 1 Box 229, Clarksviulle PA 15322) 

aznd George A. Hal 1 ( Route 12 Box 89, Morgantown WV 26505 
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